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70.  Globose  Curassow.     {Crax  globicera.) 

I  believe  this  species  to  be  common,  although  I  only  saw  it 

on  three  occasions.  One  was  tame  in  Tigre  Island.  Another 

I  saw  in  a  tree  near  the  road-side,  between  the  Pacific  coast  and 

Comayagua,  but  I  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a  shot ;  and  the 

third  was  near  the  Lake  of  Yojoa,  just  after  it  had  been  killed 

by  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  appi'oached  so  near  to  it  as  to 
blow  off  its  head. 

71.  CoMMox  Chachalaca.     [Ortnlida  vetula.) 
Not  uncommon  in  the  woods.  I  shot  several  without  diffi- 

culty while  they  were  sitting  on  the  trees.  This  bird  is  very 

good  eating.  It  is  called  by  the  natives  Chacha,  or  Chachalaca, 

from  its  cry.  I  have  seen  them  domesticated,  and  in  company 

with  poultry.     This  species  inhabits  the  Atlantic  slope. 

72.  White-bellied  Chachalaca.     [Ortalida  leucogastra.) 
This  Chacha  inhabits  the  Pacific  slope.     Its  habits  are  the 

same  as  those  of  the  preceding  species. 

73.  Ocellated  Turkey.     [Meleagris  ocellata.) 

The  Ocellated  Turkey  was  not  seen,  but  is  probably  to  be 
vol.  II.  z 
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found  in  the  dense  and  unexplored  forests  of  Honduras.  When 

I  was  at  Belize,  Chief  Justice  Temple  informed  me  that  they 

were  by  no  means  rare  in  the  neighbouring  forests,  and  that 

dead  specimens  might  be  obtained  without  any  great  difficulty, 

but  that  the  rearing  of  the  young  birds  required  great  care,  and 

was  rarely  attended  with  success.  I  also  learned  from  him  that 

they  were  not  unfrequently  shot  by  the  mahogany  cutters,  who 

are  either  negroes  or  Caribs,  or  a  mixed  breed  #f  both  races. 

74.  Leyland's  American  Partridge.     {Ortyx  leylandi.) 
I  frequently  saw  coveys  of  these  birds,  especially  on  the  high 

ground  near  Comayagua.  They  were  usually  lying  in  long 

grass,  and  when  disturbed  used  to  fly  for  shelter  into  the  thick 

bushes.  They  were  difficult  to  raise  without  a  dog,  and  very 

difficult  to  see  when  up.  The  ground  they  frequented  was  so 

full  of  ticks  and  Garrapatas,  as  to  destroy  my  keenness  in  the 

pursuit  of  them,  and  I  did  not  obtain  a  specimen  ;  but  Mr. 

Edwards  procured  several  after  I  left  the  country.  In  habits 

this  species  seemed  to  resemble  the  common  Virginian  Quail  of 
North  America. 

75.  Salle^s  Tinamou.      (Tinamus  sailed.) 
The  only  instance  in  which  I  observed  this  bird  was  near 

Aremeciua.  It  ran  from  the  side  of  the  track  iu  front  of  my 

mule,  and  I  shot  it  while  on  the  ground.  It  was  a  very  good 

specimen,  and  I  much  wished  to  preserve  it ;  but  there  was  no 

time  to  do  so,  and  we  were  short  of  palatable  food.  We  found  it 

very  good  when  cooked.  The  flesh  had  a  greenish  tinge.  This 

I  had  previously  noticed  in  birds  (I  suppose  of  the  same  species) 
which  were  served  at  table  in  the  hotel  at  Panama.  When 

riding  through  the  bamboo  and  palm  forests  on  the  Atlantic  slope, 

where  the  ground  was  completely  sheltered  by  the  thick  foliage 

from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  we  used  often  to  see  large  birds  running 

along  the  ground  some  distance  ahead,  which  disappeared  in  the 

jungle  as  we  approached.  They  were  not  unlike  Tinamous ;  or 

could  they  have  been  large  Rails,  such  as  an  Aramus  ? 

76.  Large  White  Egret.     [Herodias  egretta.) 

I  shot  one  of  these  birds  on  Tigre  Island,  and  should  say  that 

they  are  not  uncommon  in  Honduras,  where,  in  suitable  localities. 
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there  is  a  veiy  good  show  of  grallatorial  birds.  My  specimen 
measured  36i  inches  in  length.  Plumage  entirely  white ;  beak 
and  irides  yellow ;    legs  and  feet  black. 

77.  White  Egret.      [Demiegretta  pealii  ?) 
Plentiful  in  all  suitable  localities  ;  as  much  so  as  Herodias 

bubulcus  is  in  Egypt,  which  bird  this  species  much  resembles. 

I  have  seen  trees  overhanging  the  water  in  the  Bay  of  Fonseca 
nearly  covered  with  them.  Measures  21  inches  in  length. 
Plumage  white,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  greyish-black  at 

the  tips  of  the  wings  and  on  the  crest ;  legs  and  feet  pale  green. 

78.  Tiger  Bittern.     {Tigrisoma  tigrinum.) 

I  shot  a  pair  of  these  birds  on  Bird  Island,  in  Fonseca  Bay, 

and  saw  another  pair  on  a  tree  in  the  village  of  Lamani,  near 

Comayagua. 

79.  "White  Ibis.     [Ibis  alba.) 
I  saw  one  when  passing  up  the  Nacaome  River.  It  was  sitting 

on  a  branch  of  a  mangrove  tree  overhanging  the  water,  but  I 

could  not  delay  the  boat  in  order  to  shoot  it.  I  also  observed 

several  other  GralUe  on  the  banks  of  this  river;  among  them  a 

very  small  Bittern.  Also  a  bird  with  a  broad  bill,  possibly 

Cancroma  cochlearia ;  and  a  small  blue  Egret,  much  resembling 

the  Blue  Gaulin  of  Jamaica.  I  saw  this  last  species  in  many 

locaUties,  and  it  seemed  to  be  common.  At  the  Lake  of  Yojoa 

were  some  Herons  of  unusually  large  size,  but  I  was  unable  to 

get  near  them.  I  found  a  specimen  of  Tantalus  loculator  lying 

dead  near  the  village  of  Lamani.  A  young  Night-Heron  [Nycti- 

corax  gardeni)  was  also  shot  by  Mr.  Edwards  at  Fonseca  Bay. 

80.  Ajierican  Curlew.     [Numenius  hudsonicus.) 

This  species  is  smaller  than  the  English  bird.  I  found  them 

abundant  on  the  shores  of  Fonseca  Bay,  where  they  used  to  sit 

on  the  branches  of  the  mangrove  trees  overhanging  the  water. 

Colonel  Stanton  shot  some,  and  we  found  them  good  eating. 

81.  KiLDEER  Plover.     {yEgialites  voci/crus.) 

I  saw  these  birds  on  Tigre  Island,  where  I  shot  some ;  also  on 

the  oi)cn  part  of  the  plain  of  Comayagua. 
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82.  Great  Stone-Curlew.     [(Edicnemus   ?) 

I  saw  Stone- Curlews  on  the  plain  between  La  Brea  and 

Nacaome,  and  on  the  open  part  of  the  plain  of  Comayagua.  On 

the  latter  occasion  I  shot  six  from  the  back  of  my  mule,  and  had 

I  not  been  pressed  for  time,  I  could  easily  have  got  more.  They 

are  fine  birds,  and  good  eating,  and  on  open  ground  show  good 

sport,  especially  to  any  one  shooting  from  the  saddle.  By  riding 

in  a  circle  I  could  always  get  within  range.  These  birds  resem- 

ble (Edicnemus  a-epitans  of  Europe,  but  are  very  much  larger, 
and  on  open  ground  are  conspicuous  at  a  considerable  distance. 

Length  21  inches.  Eye  large ;  irides  and  eyelids  bright  yellow  : 

legs  pale  yellow :  bill  very  strong  and  black,  with  base  of  lower 

mandible  yellow.  Above  the  eye  a  black  stripe;  chin,  breast, 

and  belly  white ;  under  tail-coverts  deep  bufif ;  upper  surface  of 

body  coloured  like  a  Curlew ;  wing-primaries  dark  brown,  with 
a  broad  bar  of  white  across  the  middle  feathers.  I  have  com- 

pared the  preceding  description  (taken  from  the  dead  bird  in 

Honduras)  with  a  specimen  of  (Edicnemus  vocifer  in  the  British 

Museum,  and  with  the  description  of  the  same  bird  given  in  the 

'  Magasin  de  Zoologie.^  My  bird  seems  to  have  been  much  larger 
than  (Edicnemus  vocifer,  and  I  do  not  think  it  the  same. 

83.  WiLSON^s  Snipe.     {Gallinago  wilsonit) 
I  saw  two  or  three  Snipes  in  moist  places  near  Comayagua, 

and  have  no  doubt  they  are  common  in  the  rainy  season.  I  shot 

at  them,  but  I  was  too  much  shaken  by  fever  and  ague  to  be 

able  to  kill  them.  They  seemed  exactly  similar  to  the  European 

bird.  I  have  shot  Snipes  in  England,  L'eland,  and  Scotland,  in 
the  island  of  Crete,  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  and  have  never 

observed  any  material  difference  in  them,  either  in  plumage, 

size,  habits,  voice,  or  taste. 

84.  American  Gallinule.      [Gallinula  galeata.) 

Li  size  and  appearance  extremely  like  the  English  Gallinule, 

Gallinula  chlorojms.  Probably  common  ;  but  I  only  saw  them  at 

the  Lake  of  Yojoa,  where  I  also  saw  numbers  of  Coots  [Fulica). 

85.  Chestnut  Jacana.      {Parra  gymnostoma.) 

Common  in  all  suitable  localities.  I  found  them  very  plenti- 
ful in  the  crater  laaioon  in  Tigre  Island  and  on  the  Lake   of 
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Yojoa,  Without  a  boat  they  were  difficult  to  shoot,  and  to 

secure  when  killed,  for  they  run  about  on  the  leaves  of  aquatic 

plants,  in  water  too  deep  for  any  one  to  wade  in  it.  For  this 

purpose  their  feet  are  admirably  adapted.  The  difference  of 

plumage  between  the  adult  and  young  birds  is  so  great  as  to 

make  them  appear  like  different  species  to  any  one  not  ac- 
customed to  them. 

86.  Red-billed  "Whistling  Duck.  [Dendrocygna  autum- 
nalis.) 

The  Lake  of  Yojoa  is  the  only  locality  where  I  saw  this  Duck ; 

there  they  were  plentiful,  and  easy  of  approach.  1  found  them 

good  eating. 

87.  Blue-wixged  Teal.     {Cyanopterus  discors.) 

I  saw  this  species  on  Tigre  Island  and  on  the  Lake  of  Yojoa. 

They  are  very  good  eating.  In  Tigre  Island  I  tired  at  a  small 

flock  on  the  wing,  and  killed  two  of  them.  One  towered,  and  be- 

fore it  reached  the  ground  a  large  Hawk  caught  it,  and  carried 

it  off.  I  could  have  shot  the  Hawk  ;  but  as  it  would  have  fallen 

into  deep  water,  where  I  could  not  have  picked  it  up,  I  refrained 

from  firing. 

88.  Muscovy  Duck.     {Cairina  moschata.) 

Is  a  common  species  in  these  latitudes.  I  saw  some  at  the 

Lake  of  Yojoa ;  but  they  were  wild,  and  I  did  not  get  a  shot. 

They  settled  on  a  lai'ge  extent  of  shallow  water  near  the  shore, 
where  the  bottom  was  very  muddy,  so  that  we  could  not  walk, 

and  there  was  not  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  our  canoe.  At 

the  same  place  I  saw  some  small  diving  Ducks,  perhaps  Erisma- 

tura  rubida ;  these  would  sink  rather  than  dive,  without  disturb- 

ing the  surface  of  the  water.  I  also  saw  Ducks  with  a  note  very 

similar  to  the  quack  of  a  common  wild  Duck,  Anas  boschas. 

89.  Black  Cormorant.     [Phalacrocorax  mexicanus  ?) 

A  bird  of  this  species  that  I  shot  on  the  Lake  of  Yojoa  measured 

26  inches  in  length.  Beak  brown,  yellow  at  gape  ;  irides  green ; 

legs  and  feet  black,  tinged  with  green  -,  back  brown,  each  fea- 
ther edged  with  black ;  under  part  of  neck  and  throat  brown  ; 

breast  and  belly  greenish-black.  Tail-feathers  twelve  in  num- 
ber, dark  brown,  and  very  stiff. 
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90.  Brown  Pelican.     [Pelecamis  fuscvs.) 

Very  plentiful  ou  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and, 
indeed,  wherever  I  have  been  in  the  western  tropics.  They  have 

a  breeding  station  in  Fonseca  Bay,  as  I  was  informed,  but  I  was 
unable  to  visit  it.  I  never  saw  one  with  a  rufous  neck.  Those 

I  saw  generally  had  the  plumage  grey,  and  the  neck  completely 

white,  with  yellow  feathers  on  the  head.  It  is  a  beautiful  sight 

to  see  these  birds  fishing.  They  fly  at  a  considerable  height, 

with  slowly  flapping  wings ;  on  seeing  a  shoal  of  fish  beneath 

them,  they  "  round  to,^^  and  fall  like  a  stone  into  the  water, 
causing  the  spray  to  dash  up  many  feet  into  the  air.  If  suc- 

cessful, they  sit  on  the  water,  and  dispose  of  their  prey ;  if  the 

contrary,  they  rise  again,  and  look  out  for  a  fresh  chance.  The 

spray  they  cause  by  dashing  into  the  water  may  be  seen  far 

away,  much  further  than  the  bird  itself  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

91.  Booby.     {Su/a  fusca.) 

These  birds  were  not  uncommon  along  the  coast.  I  saw  one 

on  Bird  Island  in  Fonseca  Bay,  and  another  flew  on  board  the 

*  Columbus '  ou  our  voyage  from  Panama  to  La  Union.  It 
kept  company  with  the  ship  for  some  time,  and  made  repeated 

attempts  to  settle,  and  at  last  perched  in  the  rigging,  and  was 

caught  by  a  boy.     After  examining  it,  we  turned  it  loose  again. 

92.  American  Darter.     iPlotus  anhinga.) 

I  saw  several  of  these  birds  on  the  Lake  of  Yojoa,  but  was 

unable  to  get  a  shot. 

93.  Frigate-bird.     {Freyata  aquila.) 

Common  on  the  coast  in  all  parts  of  the  western  tropics  that 

I  have  visited.  They  were  very  plentiful  in  Fonseca  Bay,  where 

there  was  a  breeding  station  on  one  of  the  islands.  I  found  them 

breeding  on  the  1st  of  January*.  They  fish  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Pelicans,  but  instead  of  entering  the  water,  they 

stop  short  on  reaching  the  surface,  and  seize  their  prey  with  the 

beak,  almost  without  causing  the  slightest  ripple,  and  ascend 

again  with  a  heavy  flapping  of  their  long  wings.  In  flight  and 

general  appearance  they  much  resemble  large  black  Terns. 

They  soar  to  an  immense  height,  often  appearing  mere  specks  in 
the  sky. 

*  See  '  Ibis,'  vol.  i.  p.  150. 
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94.  Dominican  Grebe.  {Podiceps  dominicus.) 

I  saw  several  small  Grebes  on  the  crater  lagoon  in  Tigre 

Island,  and  shot  two  of  them.  The  larger  measured  8|^  inches 

in  length.  Irides  yellow  ;  legs  and  feet  dark  lead-colour  ;  upper 

surface  of  body  nearly  black;  chin  white;  breast  reddish; 

primaries  white,  edged  with  dark.  The  other  one,  killed  by  the 

same  shot,  was  smallci',  and  probably  a  female. 

Appendix. 

The  following  birds  were  omitted  in  their  proper  places  : — 

1.  American  Meadow  Lark.     {Sturuella  luduviciana.) 

The  only  place  where  I  noticed  this  bird  was  in  the  open 

grassy  plain  near  Siquatepique,  where  they  were  abundant. 

AVhen  running  among  the  grass  they  appear  like  Quails  [Coturnix 

dactylisonans),  especially  when  they  stop  and  raise  their  heads — 
a  common  practice  when  approached  within  a  short  distance.  In 

the  United  States  I  have  found  these  birds  difficult  of  approach, 

but  here  they  were  tame  enough. 

2.  Hooded  Wren-creeper.     {Campylorhynchus  capistratus.) 
I  saw  a  small  colony  of  these  birds  preparing  their  nests  in 

some  low  bushy  trees  with  large  trunks  growing  by  the  side  of 

a  stream  on  the  Pacific  Slope.  I  did  not  observe  them  else- 
where. 

The  Parrot  mentioned  (p.  121)   as    much  resembling  Chry- 
sotis  auripalliata,  is  Chrysutis  xanthops. 

The  large  Hawk  spoken  of  as  "  possibly  Buteo  cequinodialis" 
(p.  226)  was  probably  a  Urubitinga. 

XXXIX. — Remarks  on  the  Internal  Structure  of  the  Bearded 

Titmouse  (Calamophilus  biarmicus).  By  Robert  F.  Tomes, 
C.M.Z.S. 

The  little  bird  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  com- 

munication is  one  of  those,  the  precise  affinities  of  which  are 

somewhat  obscure.  It  appears  by  common  consent  to  have  been 

classed  with  the  Tits  [Parus),  amongst  which,  or  rather  perhaps 

aj)])endcd  to  them,  we  find  it  in  most  works  on  ornithology. 

The  names  of  Tcnniiinck,  Bonaparte,  YarrcU,  Schlegol,  G.  R. 


